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Vocabulary and Terms for the  
Grade 5 Social Studies Assessment 

 

Map Skills/Geography 

� basin - a depression in the surface of the land; some basins are filled with water 

� bay- a part of a sea or lake that extends into the land 

� border - the location where one place touches another place at the boundary 

� canyon - a deep, narrow valley with steep sides; often has a stream flowing through it 

� cardinal direction - one of the four main directions known as north, south, east, and west 

� compass rose - a small drawing on a map used to show directions 

� delta - a triangular shaped plain at the mouth of a river 

� continent - a huge area of land (there are 7 continents: North America, South America, Europe, 

Asia, Africa, Australia, and Antarctica) 

� eastern hemisphere - half of the Earth, east of the Prime Meridian 

� Equator - the imaginary line of latitude that is 0 degrees and divides the earth into the northern 

and southern hemispheres. 

� glacier - a huge, slow-moving mass of snow and ice 

� globe - a spherical model of the earth 

� hill - an area that rises above surrounding land and has a rounded top; lower and usually less 

steep than a mountain 

� hemisphere - the name given to any half of the Earth 

� island - an area of land completely surrounded by water 

� isthmus - a narrow strip of land that connects two larger areas of land 

� latitude - distance measured in degrees north and south of the Equator used to locate places on 

the Earth 

� longitude - distance measured in degrees east and west of the Prime Meridian used to locate 

places on the Earth 

� meridian - another name for a line of longitude 

� mountain - an area that rises steeply at least 2,000 feet above surrounding land; usually wide at 

the bottom and rising to a narrow peak or ridge 

� North Pole - the most northern place in the world located in the Arctic Ocean  
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� northern hemisphere - half of the Earth, north of the Equator 

� peninsula - an area of land almost completely surrounded by water and connected to the 

mainland by an isthmus 

� plain - a large area of flat or gently rolling land 

� plateau - a large, flat area that rises above the surrounding land 

� precipitation – water that falls to the ground as rain, sleet, hail or snow 

� Prime Meridian – the imaginary line of longitude that is the 0 degrees and divides the earth into 

eastern and western hemispheres. 

� scale - the relationship between real size and size used on a map or model 

� South Pole - the most southern place in the world located on the continent of Antarctica 

� southern hemisphere - half of the Earth, south of the Equator 

� strait - a narrow stretch of water that connects two larger bodies of water 

� time zone- a geographic area in which the same time standard is observed; the earth is divided 

into 24 standard time zones 

� tributary - a river or stream that flows into a larger river 

� volcano - an opening in the Earth’s surface through which molten rock, ashes, and gasses from 

the Earth’s interior escape 

� western hemisphere - half of the Earth, west of the Prime Meridian 
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Native Americans 

� Algonquians – The group of Native Americans that settled in the southeastern part of New York. 

� artifacts- something made by humans that is used to study and learn about other cultures 

� clan -  two or more longhouse families 

� culture - a complete way of life (including religion, language, traditions, foods, etc.) 

� customs – something that happens in a culture because it is expected or it is a tradition 

� Deganawida – Iroquois peacemaker who suggested that the separate tribes stop fighting 

� Hiawatha – helped Deganawida convince the separate Iroquois tribes to stop fighting and join 

together in peace. 

� Hodenosaunee – Means “the people of the longhouse”.  This is the proper name used to refer 

to the Iroquois. 

� Iroquois Confederacy – The name given to the tribes of central and western New York that 

joined together to provide for a common defense against enemies.  These tribes included the 

Seneca, Mohawk, Onondaga, Oneida, Cayuga and later, the Tuscarora. 

� longhouse – the traditional shelter used by the Iroquois.  It could be as long as 300 feet and as 

wide as 20 feet and housed many families. 

� Native American – A member of any of the tribes of peoples thought to be the earliest 

inhabitants of the Americas.  Mistakenly called Indians Columbus because he thought he was in 

the Indies. 

� nomads - a group of people that move their home following the same route yearly to find food 

and water 

� oral history – history that is passed on by word of mouth by telling stories  

� rituals – a series of acts used in a ceremony or performed on a special occasion 

� sachem – leader of a group of families 

� shaman -  spiritual leader 

� traditions – customs that are handed down in families 

� wigwams – the traditional hut-like shelters used by Algonquians 

� wampum – shell money used for trade or gifts of peace  
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European Exploration 

� Cartier, Jacques- French explorer who explored and discovered the St. Lawrence River area. 

� Champlain, Samuel de – French explorer who explored and set up Quebec and explored the 

Lake Champlain area in 1608. 

� Columbus, Christopher - Italian explorer who was sent by Spain to find a shorter trade route to 

India.  He sailed west and landed in San Salvador in 1492 and discovered the New World. 

� Hudson, Henry – English explorer who explored the Hudson River for the Dutch East India 

Company in 1609. 

� New Netherland – Founded in 1624 by the Dutch along the Hudson River.  Captured by the 

British in 1664, when it was renamed New York. 

� Verranzo, Giovanni de – Italian explorer who explored for France.  He was the first European 

explorer to discover the land that is now called New York State by sailing into New York Bay in 

1524. 

Colonial America 

� Colonial Period – the time period during which part of the Americas were colonies of Great 

Britain before becoming independent and creating the United States 

� colonists – people who live in a colony 

� colony – a settlement started by a government in another country 

� French and Indian War (1754-1759) – War between Britain and France that was fought over 

land claims.  The Algonquians sided with the French while the Iroquois supported the British. 

� Mayflower Compact (1620) – The document signed by male passengers of the Mayflower 

before landing at Plymouth.  It served as the foundation of their government. 

� Jamestown – first English colony in America 
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American Revolution 

� Battle of Saratoga (1777) Considered by many to be the turning point of the war. American 

colonists won this battle, which convinced the French to support the colonists against England. 

� Battles of Lexington and Concord (1775) The first battles of the Revolutionary War.  This 

was the battle where “the shot heard around the world” was fired and said to be the official start 

of the Revolutionary War. 

� Battle of Yorktown (1781) Last major battle of the Revolutionary War won by the colonists. 

� Boston Tea Party (1774) American colonists were angry at King George and Parliament and 

decided to throw the tea overboard since they had to pay taxes on it.  They dressed up as Native 

Americans and threw the tea overboard. 

� Boston Massacre (1770) the fight that broke out when a group of soldiers supposedly knocked 

down a little boy. 

� Continental Congress (1775) – Colonists who met in 1775 to decide what to do about their 

problems with England. 

� Currency Act—This act prohibited (did not allow) American colonists to create their own 

currency (money). 

� Declaration of Independence (1776) – The document that the colonists sent to Great Britain 

saying that they wanted to be free from British rule.  It was written mainly by Thomas Jefferson 

and adopted on July 4, 1776. 

� Intolerable Acts (1774) Laws enacted by the English as a punishment for the Boston Tea Party 

� Loyalist – A colonist who stayed loyal to the British during the Revolutionary War.  They were 

also called Tories. 

� Revolutionary War (1775-1783) – The war fought between American colonists and British 

soldiers to gain the Americans’ independence from Britain. The American colonists won the war. 

� Patriot – a colonist who wanted independence from the British during the Revolutionary War. 

� Stamp Act (1765) Great Britain made a new tax law on colonists that required them to pay 

taxes on things made from paper such as stamps and newspapers. 

� Sugar Act (1764) Parliament wanted money from the colonists.  They passed this act, which 

placed a tax on non-British goods shipped to the colonies 

� Tea Tax (1773) law passed by Parliament that stated colonists must pay a tax on tea. 

� Treaty of Paris—document signed by Great Britain and America that officially ended the 

Revolutionary War 
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� Townshend Act (1767) placed taxes on glass, paper, and paint that came from Britain 

� Quartering Act (1756) – forced colonists to provide shelter for the British soldiers 

Government  

� Articles of Confederation (1781-1789) The first Constitution of the United States but proved 

to be a problem because it did not give enough power to the central government 

� amendment - a change of a basic document or law 

� Bill of Rights - Amendments 1-10 of the United States Constitution that guarantees individual 

liberties to Americans. 

� checks and balances - the way in which the three branches of our government check each 

other to make sure that one branch does not take too much power.   

� citizenship - belonging to a society by birth or by law with rights and responsibilities 

� Constitution of the United States of America (1787) – The written plan for government of 

the United States after the Articles of Confederation failed.  This plan broke the government up 

into three parts. 

Branch Members Powers 

Legislative 
Congress (House of Representatives 
& Senate) 

To tax; declare war; make laws 

Executive President and his Cabinet 
Commander in Chief of Armed 
Forces; to make agreements with 
other countries 

Judicial 
Courts (Head court is Supreme 
Court) 

To interpret the laws and make 
sure they are fair 

 

� democracy - rule or government of, for, and by the people.  Citizens elect their leaders and have 

a say in their government. 

� governor- leader of a state 

� justice – fair  and equal treatment 

� mayor – leader of a city or town 

� Parliament - the law making body of England or Canada 

� political system - a way of governing people; a type of government 

� power - the ability to influence the action of others 

� president – leader of a country like the United States 

� ratify - to approve a decision by a group through voting 

� republic - a political order whose head of state is not a monarch but usually a president 

� veto - to stop or reject 
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Erie Canal/Industrialization 

� Erie Canal – The canal that connects Buffalo and Albany.  It was opened in 1825.  It made 

transporting goods cheaper and faster. 

� rural- an area of land, less populated, in the country that is used generally for farming 

� suburban - an area of land, outside a city, where small businesses and neighborhoods are 

located 

� transportation – the way in which people and goods are moved from one place to another.  

Forms of transportation include wagons, horses, trains, cars, airplanes, and boats. 

� technology - ideas, tools, machines, and materials that make life easier and better 

� urban - an area that has a large population, tall buildings, and large businesses 

 

Immigration 

� ancestor- from whom a person is descended.  Your grandparents and great grandparents are 

your ancestors. 

� diversity - understanding and respecting others and oneself including similarities and differences 

� Ellis Island – An island in New York Bay that was the country’s main immigration station from 

1892 to 1924.  It was the immigrants’ first stop when in America and the place to get their 

medical check ups and interviews to make sure they were able to stay in the United States. 

� emigrant - a person who leaves their country to live in another 

� empathy - understanding others feelings and emotions 

� ethnic - belonging to a population that shares a common language and customs 

� heritage - one’s ethnic background 

� identity - who or what one is 

� immigrant- a person from one country who comes into another country to live there 

� nationality – belonging to a particular nation 

� naturalization - becoming a citizen of a country where you weren’t born by studying and 

completing a series of tests 

� Statue of Liberty – became a symbol of freedom for the immigrants entering the United States.  

She represented the freedom and opportunity of starting a new life in a new land. 
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Economics 

� agriculture - the business of farming 

� capital - money used to make more money (invested in business, etc.) 

� capital resources - things used to make other goods or to perform services 

� conservation - management of natural resources to prevent their waste or complete destruction 

� consumer - one who buys things or uses a service 

� debt - something owed to another person or business 

� demand - the amount of people who are willing to buy something at a given price 

� entrepreneur - one who organizes and runs a business 

� export - to send goods to another country for sale 

� goods - anything that is bought or sold that helps people to meet their needs and wants such as 

clothing or jewelry 

� human resources -  people 

� import - to bring goods in from another country for sale 

� interdependence - depending on others 

� interest - extra payment made for the use of money 

� manufacture - to produce goods by hand or machine 

� mass production/assembly line- to manufacture or produce goods in great numbers by 

machine in a factory 

� natural resources - something that is provided by nature and is useful to people  

� needs – things that you must have for survival such as food, shelter, water and clothing. 

� producer – person who makes things (goods) or provides services to help people meet their 

needs and wants. 

� profit - money left over after all your expenses have been paid 

� resource – something that is found within an area and can be used to meet peoples’ needs and 

wants.  There are three main kinds of resources. 

� scarcity - unlimited wants for limited resources, this occurs when the demand of something is 

greater than the supply 

� services – actions that are performed by people to help other people meet their needs and 

wants such as doctors and hairdressers. 

� supply - the amount of things made and sold at a given price 

� tax - money that must be paid to a government and is used to provide services and facilities 
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� wants – things that you don’t need to survive but would like to make your life better such as 

books, jewelry and music. 

� wages - an hourly, daily, or weekly payment for services 


